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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tavor (US 20010032077 A1). 

Regarding Claims 1. 7 

Tavor discloses a product information contrast system and computer program product 
which contrasts a plurality of items of product information that contain 
specifications indicating properties of products, comprising: 

• a product information management unit managing the plurality of items of product 
information of the products including a criterion product (at least paragraph 
[0012]: memory used to store product information) 

• a judgment unit determining whether specifications in the product information • 
items of the criterion product are different from specifications in the product 
information items of at least one of the products managed by the product 
information management unit (at least paragraph [0012]: comparison module 
compares product information) 

• a display control unit generating a visually recognizable display indication of 
differences in the specifications of the product information items based on results 
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of the determination of the judgment unit (at least abstract: results of comparison 
output to standard output write functions) 

Regarding Claims 2, 3, 4 
Tavor further discloses: 

• a selection unit selecting arbitrary one of the product information items of the 
products, managed by the product information management unit, as being one of 
the product information items of the criterion product (at least paragraph [0009]: 
topics for comparison selected) 

• the display control unit is configured to generate a visually recognizable alarm 
display indication when the results of the determination of the judgment unit 
indicate that the specifications of the product information items of the criterion 
product are not included in the specifications of the product information items of 
said at least one of the products (at least paragraph [0050]: output generated 
for distinct products) 

• the display control unit is configured to generate a visually recognizable alarm 
display indication when the results of the determination of the judgment unit 
indicate that any specifications other than the specifications of the product 
information items of the criterion product are included in the product information 
items of said at least one of the products (at least paragraph [0050]: output 
generated for distinct products, i.e. product swith differing specifications) 
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Regarding Claim 5 
Tavor further discloses: 

• a threshold setting unit setting a threshold value for the product information items 
of the criterion product, which is provided to determine whether the specifications 
of the product information items of the criterion products are related to a newly 
set property, an. omitted property, or an out-of-range property when compared 
with the specifications of the product information items of the products (at least 
paragraph [0023]: thresholds for product information topics set by module) 

• the judgment unit configured to determine whether the specifications of the 
criteria product are different from the specifications of the products, based on the 
threshold value of the setting unit (at least paragraph [0026]: product 
comparison natural language output dependent on ranges of information topics) 

• the display control unit configured to generate a visually recognizable alarm 
display indication of the newly set property, the omitted property, or the out-of- 
range property in the specifications of the product information items related to the 
criterion product, based on the results of the determination of the judgment unit 
(at least paragraph [0025]: natural language output determined based on range 
and thresholds by module) 
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Regarding Claim 6 
Tavor further discloses: 

• a display control information management unit managing display control 
information to control the alarm display indication based on an input threshold 
value and a predetermined range of the input threshold value (at least paragraph 
[0025]: natural language output determined based on range and thresholds by 
module) 

• the display control unit configured to generate the visually recognizable alarm 
display indication of the newly set property, the omitted property, or the out-of- 
range property, based on both the results of the determination of the judgment 
unit and the display control information managed by the display control 
information management unit (at least paragraph [0025]: natural language 
output determined based on range and thresholds by module) 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Misiaszek whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6961. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM, Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on (571) 272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Michael Misiaszek 
Patent Examiner 
12/22/2006 
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